
 

 

Our Lady of Sorrows Church 

157 CLARK STREET 

olsorrows@stny.rr.com 

VESTAL, NY  13850-2494 

http://www.olsvestal.org 

January 8, 2012 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. John Kurgan Pastor 

Rev. Matthew Brown In Residence 

 R.C. Broome County Nursing Homes 

Dc. Dale Crotsley Pastoral & Youth Minister 

 748-6914, DeaconDale@stny.rr.com 

Sr. Robert Mary Murphy, IHM  

 Director of Catechumenate and Evangelization 

 754-2140, OLSRM@stny.rr.com 

Pamela Peters Director of Faith Formation 

 OLSRelEd@stny.rr.com 

Marcia Eckerson Music Director, 625-4680 

Bob Pittman Pastoral Council Chairperson 

 OLSCouncil@stny.rr.com 

Lucy McCarthy, Mary Butler Parish Secretaries 

TELEPHONES 

Rectory 748-8287 

Fax 748-8016 

Faith Formation 748-4766 

Deacon Dale 748-6914 

IHM Convent 754-2140 

Main St. (former school building) 785-3214 

SETON CATHOLIC AT ALL SAINTS 

Angela Tierno, Principal 748-7423 

allsaints@syrdiocese.org www.setoncatholicallsaints.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday afternoon  5:00 pm 

Sunday  7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 Noon 

Daily masses  M-F: 6:30 am, 9:00 am; Sat: 9:00 am 

Holy days  check bulletin. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation Saturdays, 4:00 – 4:45 pm 

Baptism Please call the rectory to make arrangements. 

Marriage Please make arrangements with parish priest 

at least six months in advance. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 

If a family member is hospitalized or homebound, please 

call the rectory as soon as possible. Privacy laws may pre-

vent a hospital from telling us your loved one is there. 

IF YOU ARE MOVING, please call or email the rectory 

with your new address and phone number, or let us know if 

you’re leaving the parish. 

NEW PARISHIONERS are invited to call or come to the 

rectory to register weekdays between 9:00 am – 4:30 pm; 

please introduce yourself to the priests after mass. 

Hearing Assistance devices with individual ear pads 

are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Low-Gluten Hosts are available for those who need 

them. Please come to the sacristy before mass. 

Capital Campaign drive 

Next weekend is Commitment weekend for our 

Capital Fund Campaign. We will say the Campaign 

Prayer at the end of the Prayer of the Faithful and 

there will be a second collection for the campaign 

fund.  

We are certainly thankful for the 

generosity of so many, especially in 

these difficult times.  

An update on what has been 

pledged and what we have received 

thus far will be given.  

Please continue to pray for the suc-

cess of the campaign and our efforts to 

build a new parish campus at our Main 

St. site. 

Prayer for Epiphany  

Dear Jesus,  

Through a newborn, 

the wise men knew your 

greatness. On a hint from 

the heavens, they traveled 

far from their places of 

comfort so that they could 

honor you. From their belief 

in your divinity, they gave 

amazing gifts, offerings that 

symbolized your life, pow-

er, and even your death. And because of a dream in the 

night, they altered their well laid plans to return home in 

order to protect you. May we be so willing to honor, sacri-

fice, and obey, all for love of you, as we meditate on the 

meaning of this day. Amen. 



 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Monday, January 9 The Baptism of the Lord 

6:30 am – For Vocations –  

Vestal Knights of Columbus Council #4746 

9:00 am – Jim Matthews – Mrs. Al Morley 

Tuesday, January 10 

6:30 am – Joseph Guszack – Ian Daws 

9:00 am – Deceased Members of Lewis & Thorpe  

 Families – Mary Lewis 

Wednesday, January 11 

6:30 am – Living Intention Bryan Shaver –  

Anne & Larry Sullivan 

9:00 am – Charlotte Middendorf-Rogers –  

Ed & Ann Shaughnessy 

Thursday, January 12 

6:30 am – Leo McCormack – Maureen & Family 

9:00 am – Leonard & Mae Poch –  

 Children and Grandchildren 

Friday, January 13  

St Hilary, bishop/doctor of the church 

6:30 am – Mitchell J. Olenski, Sr., Birthday –  

The Olenski Family 

9:00 am – Bill Fitzgerald – Family 

Saturday, January 14 

9:00 am – Ralph Warner – Bill & Kathleen Fitzgerald 

5:00 pm – Living Intention for Pittman Family –  

Gail & Phil Messina 

Sunday, January 15 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am – Marie, Ann, Christine & Steven Shimalla, 30th 

– Floyd & Sue Shimalla 

9:00 am – For the people of Our Lady of Sorrows 

10:30 am – Fred Flederbach, Birthday – Family 

12:00 noon – Donald Courter, 10th Ann. –  

wife, Judith & Family 

Please remember in prayer 

Cthose who have died recently and their families: Joseph 

Reardon, husband of Jane; Nancy Shaw, sister-in-law of 

Sister Agnes; Harold Hutchinson, husband of Adeline, fa-

ther of Dr. Tom Van Gorder and Sally Simek. 

Sanctuary lamps 

Care burning next to the tabernacle this week in memory 

of Phil Kelleher requested by Family. 

Human Development food pantry 

 

Our needs this week: spaghetti sauce, 

pasta, apple sauce, mac/cheese, jelly, 

pancake syrup and brownie mix.  

Stewardship 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was the model steward with 

her unqualified, “yes” and complete trust in God’s will. 

When I put God first in my life, everything else falls into 

place. 

Epiphany of the Lord 

The prophet Isaiah returns one more time in this 

Christmas season, now on the feast of the Epiphany. In 

the final chapters of Isaiah (chapters 56-66), the prophet is 

proclaiming God's word to the Israelites who have returned 

to Jerusalem after the Exile in Babylon. What at first was a 

joyful return, has turned inward. Those who have taken up 

positions of power after returning to Jerusalem have mar-

ginalized even the Israelites who remained in the land dur-

ing the Babylonian Captivity, not to mention the people of 

other nations whose defeat of Babylon actually facilitated 

Israel's restoration. In response, Isaiah proclaims that 

God's salvation is for all. Every nation will stream to Jeru-

salem to worship the Lord. 

Isaiah's message is reflected in Matthew's Gospel as 

he tells the story of the birth of Jesus. Christ comes for 

everyone! The followers of Christ in Matthew's community 

are not only the Jews who became Christians, but also the 

Gentiles who came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. 

In Matthew's Gospel this latter group is represented by the 

Magi, who come from afar, while the Jewish Christians, 

who believe in God's word, are represented by Joseph, the 

faithful spouse of Mary. 

While the Epiphany is a great and joyous feast, it con-

tains a cautionary message as well. 

God's salvation is for everyone. 

That means that no one can be ex-

cluded from the invitation to follow 

Christ. And once they choose to do 

so, they become our brothers and 

sisters in the Lord. If that is the 

case, when we demean, cast aside, 

or ignore others, we open ourselves 

to the same condemnation with which Isaiah castigated the 

powerful in Jerusalem in the sixth century BC. If we add 

statues of the Magi to our Nativity scene, it also means 

that we must add the stranger, the foreigner, the person 

not like us, to our life in Christ. 
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Envelopes (30)  .................................................. $4,352.78 

Loose  ................................................................. $2,532.26 

Christmas   ....................................................... $29,227.00 

TOTAL  ............................................................ $36,112.04 

Your generosity, charity, and sacrifice are deeply  

appreciated by your parish – thank you very much! 

Many thanks to all who make up past envelopes. 



 

 

Faith Formation news 

Faithways service records are also required before credit 

for the semester is recorded. This were due in the office by 

Jan. 1 2012. Students are required to participate in three 

service activities and one CATHOLIC liturgical or devotion-

al event. Holy Hour offered on the first and third Thursdays 

is an ideal way to fill this requirement while participating in  

grace filled devotion. 

First Reconciliation: Students will celebrate First Recon-

ciliation on Saturday January 14 or January 21 between 3 

and 4:30 PM. These will be private confessions instead of 

a communal Penance service. Please keep our candidates 

in your prayers. 

High School Make up: If a high school student has 

missed more than three classes, a makeup session is re-

quired. Please place these dates on your calendar: Feb. 

19 for students in Sunday classes or Feb. 15 for students 

in Wed. classes.�

Mandatory Youth Meeting 

...for all youth attending the March for Life in Washington 

on January 21-23. Meeting will be Sunday, January 15th at 

1:00pm in the parish center. Itineraries will be distributed. 

Hospitality Sunday 

...next Sunday, January 15, after all masses. Hosted by 

the Youth Ministry. Refreshments are provided by the par-

ish and available in the Parish Center. Come spend a few 

minutes and enjoy coffee with your fellow parishioners. 

Youth bake sale 

Calling all bakers! We will have a bake sale on the 

weekend of January 14th/15th, after all masses. All profits 

will support youth activities. Check out the insert in today’s 

bulletin. Let Deacon Dale know if you can bake some 

goodies. 

Bottle drive 

After all masses, please leave your clean, returnable 

bottles and cans at the shed at the Main Street site. Re-

minder, place all bottles and cans inside the shed. 

K of C basketball shoot out 

...will be on Saturday, January 14, 9-12 noon at Main 

Street site gym. Arrive anytime to shoot 25 foul shots. 

Questions, contact Thomas Dinnel at Dinnel@stny.rr.com 

or 754-4046. Tee shirts and trophy for the winners for all 

age groups for both boys and girls. 

Baby Bottle Campaign 

...will be this month. Bottles will be available at the entranc-

es of the Church on the weekend of January 21st and 

22nd. This event by Life Choices is the biggest fundraiser 

of the year, allowing them to minister to young women and 

men, educating those who come for help. Life Choices 

offers pregnancy tests, counseling to both parties after 

negative or positive test. The Life Choices mentors work to 

improve the lives of the parent (s) and the baby. For those 

unfamiliar to this campaign, we ask that you fill the bottles 

with change and return them to church. 

LeMoyne College scholarship 

Eight scholarships of $4000 each ($1000 a year) will 

be awarded to prospective LeMoyne College students who 

have demonstrated leadership and have performed out-

standing service to school, community and parish. Forms 

are available in the rectory; completed applications are due 

February 1, 2012. 

St. Peter and Paul 

Come join the conversation about St. Peter and St. 

Paul with Sr. Lois Barton, CSJ. On Wednesday, January 

18, 7-9pm at St. Patrick Church Hall, Binghamton. Dona-

tion: $10. To register contact the Faith Formation office at 

786-9649 or email sroffrsc@stny.rr.com. 

Parenting classes 

Learn effective ways to parent your children, focusing 

on ages birth to 6 years. All classes held at the PAL Cen-

ter, 457 State St., Binghamton. Cost $10. Sponsored by 

Catholic Social Services and Mothers & Babies Perinatal 

Network. Child care available, (request in advance). For 

more information call STEP at 729-9166. 

Fruits of Stewardship 

When a person embraces stewardship as a way of life, he 

or she will666.. 

Build a deep trust in God’s Divine Providence ~ Grow in a 

more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ ~ 

Find a sense of personal joy and fulfillment to 

life ~ Learn to distinguish between “wants” and 

“needs” ~ Find great satisfaction in serving oth-

ers ~ Develop a real balance in life between 

family, community, church ~ Develop a balance 

between the physical, spiritual, emotional, 

practical self ~ Deepen his or her prayer life 

~Learn to prioritize ~ Develop a sense of ac-

countability ~ Learn to develop God-given gifts 

and talents ~ Always put God first. 

World Marriage Day  

The 26th Annual World Marriage Day will be celebrat-

ed on February 12, 2012 at 2:00pm at The Cathedral of 

the Immaculate Conception, Syracuse, The Most Rever-

end Robert J. Cunningham will celebrate the Mass and 

renew the marriage vows of all couples in attendance. 

Bishop Cunningham will honor couples celebrating silver 

anniversaries, golden anniversaries and all celebrating an 

anniversary beyond 50 years in 2012. All couples are en-

couraged to attend. 

Children’s envelopes 

Children’s envelopes are available for the new 

year. There is a space on the envelope to write 

how they have offered in terms of Time, Tal-

ent, Treasure. Boxed envelopes are available 

in the sacristy after mass, at the Faith For-

mation Office or at the rectory. 

JANUARY 8, 2012 



 

 

(January 14 & 15) 

Saturday, 5:00pm 

Altar servers  S Elsey, N Russell, A Slyman 

Eucharistic ministers  B Estep, E Estep, A Fleming,  

 L Hagadorn, L Pedroza, G Sinclair, P Wiley 

Lectors  A Starzak, M Pittman 

Sunday, 7:30am 

Altar servers  M Mullins, NEED 1 

Eucharistic ministers  D Barnard, R Barney, E Betz,  

 M Bomysoad,  R Mulcahy, M Mulcahy, P Pietrosanti 

Lectors  R Porter, A Macchiano 

Sunday, 9:00am 

Altar servers  H Lewis, A Lewis, M Reynolds 

Eucharistic ministers  M Adams, J Adams, B Congdon,  

 S Congdon, D Eckerson, R Murphy, IHM 

Lectors  T Sansone, K Egan 

Sunday, 10:30am 

Altar servers  J Mertens, NEED 2 

Eucharistic ministers  F Davis, A Eckerson, M Felice,  

 J Felice, P Morrissey, D Risley, J Smyder 

Lectors  B Rostiser, S Crotsley 

Sunday, 12:00 noon 

Altar servers  E Brennan, R Ruest, NEED 1 

Eucharistic ministers  C Austenfeld, P Herel, Y Kay,  

 D Lysczek, J Peet, P Peters, B Vincent 

Lectors  J Harvey, G Saitta 

Altar care 

Friday, January 20 Fran Davis & Diane Sansone 

Hospital and homebound visits 

Please call the rectory office if someone from your 

family is admitted to the hospital or needs a home visit. 

There are times when the priest and deacon are not 

aware of the need. Father Kurgan and Deacon Dale are 

always available for these visits. 

Going away 

The weekly bulletin is available on our 

parish web site. If your would like to keep 

in contact with parish activities check out 

the website. www.olsvestal.org 

A Family Perspective  

The Magi in today’s gospel were led to Jesus by a 

star. Who are the stars your children follow?   Don’t let it 

be the tabloid stars. Resolve in this New Year to be the 

guiding star in the life of your children. 

OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

Readings for the week 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-

  38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28 or 1 Sm 1:1-8  

  and 1:9-20/Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45 

Friday:  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1/Mk 2:13-17 

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/

  Jn 1:35-42 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

 

Sunday, January 8 

RCIA 9am mass; class 10am-12noon, Par Ctr 7 

Pre-K K  9-10am, Par Ctr 

Grades 1-5  10:10-11:20am, Par Ctr 

Grades 6-8  1-2:30pm, Par Ctr 

Grades 9-10  6-7:30pm, Par Ctr 

Make up classes for MS  1-2pm, Par Ctr 2 

Daily 

Rosary Monday – Saturday, 8:35am, church 

Monday, January 9 

Miraculous Medal Novena 9:30am, church 

Pilates 9:30-10:30am, gym 

K of C Meeting 7 pm School Main St. Rms 26 & 27 

Tuesday, January 10 

Scripture study 9:30-11am, Par Ctr 7 

Children’s Choir 3:45-4:45pm, church 

Grades 6-8  6-7:30pm, Par Ctr 

Make up classes for MS  6-7:30pm, Par Ctr 2 

Men’s Scripture discussion 7pm, rectory mtg rm 

Sunday Scripture preparation 7-8:30pm, Par Ctr 7 

Wednesday, January 11 

Pilates 9:30-10:30am, gym 

Spirituality 9:30-11am, Par Ctr 7 

Grades 1-5  4:15-5:30pm, Par Ctr 

Grades 9-10  6-7:30pm, Par Ctr 

Senior Choir 7-9pm, church 

Thursday, January 12 

Rosary for life 9:30am, church 

Thou Shalt Knot 1-3pm, rectory mtg rm 

Pastoral Council 7:00 pm Rectory Mtg Rm  

Friday, January 13 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 9:30am, church 

Pilates 9:30-10:30am, gym 

Saturday, January 14 

Centering Prayer 7:30-9am, Par Ctr 8 

K of C Free Throw Basketball 9am-12 School Main St. 

First Penance 3:00-4:30pm, Church 
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Bake Sale to benefit youth activities 

January 14 and 15 after all Masses 

Can you help? 

Please fill out and drop in the collection basket 

Baked goods can be dropped off at the Parish Center on  

Jan. 14

th  

 from 9 a.m. on!..  

 

Name__________________________________________ 

 

Phone_________________________________________ 

 

I can donate 

 

____Pie      ____Brownies 

____Cake      ____Bar Cookies 

____Sweet bread    ____Cookies  

____Cupcakes     ____Cookies (no nuts) 

____Sugar free treat   ____Cinnamon buns 

____Coffee Cake    ____Other (please list) 
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