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Christmas blessings

May the peace of Christ dwell in your heart and home
this Christmas.

During this most joyous season, sincere gratitude goes
out to you for your wonderful support and assistance this
past year.

Please accept this pledge to serve you and fervent
prayers for you and your loved ones at Christmas and
throughout the New Year.

Fr. Kurgan, Fr. Brown, Deacon Dale and
the Staff of
Our Lady of Sorrows

VESTAL, NV 13850-2494
hitp://www.olsvesfal.org

December 25, 2011

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday afternoon 5:00 pm
Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 Noon
Daily masses M-F: 6:30 am, 9:00 am; Sat: 9:00 am
Holy days check bulletin.

SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation Saturdays, 4:00 — 4:45 pm
Baptism Please call the rectory to make arrangements.
Marriage Please make arrangements with parish priest
at least six months in advance.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK

If a family member is hospitalized or homebound, please
call the rectory as soon as possible. Privacy laws may pre-
vent a hospital from telling us your loved one is there.

IF YOU ARE MOVING, please call or email the rectory
with your new address and phone number, or let us know if
you're leaving the parish.

NEW PARISHIONERS are invited to call or come to the
rectory to register weekdays between 9:00 am — 4:30 pm;
please introduce yourself to the priests after mass.

Hearing Assistance devices with individual ear pads
are available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Low-Gluten Hosts are available for those who need
them. Please come to the sacristy. before mass.

++++++++++++

Thank you

As we continue to celebrate the
Christmas season which this year con-
cludes on the Epiphany of the Lord, Janu-
ary 8, please accept our thanks to all who
will have helped us to celebrate these
days in a very meaningful way—the liturgy committee, the
children’s liturgy committee, the adult, contemporary and
children’s choirs, the ushers, greeters, lectors, Eucharistic
ministers, altar servers and all those who helped decorate
the church and the Main Street site. Thanks also to all who
sends cards, or who expressed their
kind season’s greetings. It is deeply ap-
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i\@.- preciated by all of us. We wish you the
'-2:’4 “ very best of all good things in the New
% >/, Year.
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Fr. Kurgan, Pastor
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The Nativity of the Lord

Monday, December 26
St. Stephen, first martyr
6:30 am — Robert Drooney — Sister
9:00 am — Rev. Donald VanAmburgh, 5th Ann.
Tuesday, December 27
St. John, apostle & evangelist
6:30 am — John Sullivan — Larry & Annie Sullivan
9:00 am — Catherine & Edward Ruane — Granddaughter
Wednesday, December 28
Holy Innocents, martyrs
6:30 am — Lorraine Lynch — Joe Laskaris
9:00 am - Frances K. Glenn — Hargrave Family
Thursday, December 29
6:30 am — William Doyle — Friends at All Saints
9:00 am — Mike Kingsley — Jack Morrissey
Friday, December 30
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
6:30 am — Nellie Eckerson — Eckerson Family
9:00 am — Mary Lynn — Lynn Family
Saturday, December 31
The Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas
9:00 am — Stanley Michalczak — Wife
5:00 pm — Harry, Grace & Bill Suits —
Helen & Augie Gates
Sunday, January 1
Octave Day of Christmas Blessed Virgin Mary the
Mother of God
7:30 am — For the people of Our Lady of Sorrows
9:00 am — Salvatore LoBue, Birthday — wife, Lucrezia
10:30 am — Jeanette Kelley — Harold & Pat Clifford
12:00 noon — Janet “Pat” Egan” — Ceil & Bob Austenfeld

Please remember in prayer
...those who have died recently and their families: Irene
Paquette.

Sanctuary lamps
...are burning next to the tabernacle this week in memory
of Margaret Tomchick, requested by husband, Lou.

Human Development food pantry
Our needs this week: pasta, spaghetti sauce, jelly,
canned ravioli, mac/cheese, cookie mix and brownie mix.

Stewardship 7,
“Happiness lies more in giving than in receiv- ng &
ing.” (Acts 20:35) i

Men in Black
Here come the Men in Black! Priests
and seminarians from the diocese will
take on the parish of Our Lady of Good
Counsel in a basketball game on Thurs-
day, December 29 at 7pm at Seton
Catholic Central. There will be a half-
time contest for kids. Join Fr. Galuppi, -
Fr. Celentano, Fr. Chris Ballard, Semi-
narians Zach Miller, Matt Lyons and others for a game
raising vocations awareness among our young people.
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Holy Hour of Adoration
Our Lady of Sorrows will have a Holy Hour of Adora-
tion on Thursday, January 5, 2012, at 7:00pm in the
church. All parishioners young and old are encouraged to
attend. Why not spend some quiet time with Christ and
thank him for the gifts that he has given you?

Day of Adoration
The First Friday of each month from 9:30-4:30pm. Ad-
oration will be in the church. Next adoration will be Friday,
January 6. Please come and spend some time with Jesus.

2011 contributions
...must be received at the rectory by the close of office
hours (4:00pm) on Friday, December 30. Many thanks for
your continued generosity to our parish.

2012 calendars
Catholic calendars for 2012 are available at the en-
trances. Special thanks to Mark Rollo and the staff of Allen
Memorial Home, Inc., for providing these calendars.

Noah’s buddies
Last week, young parishioners offered the following of
their time and talent: took out the trash, wrap presents, put
up the Nativity ,cleaned my room, football, donating toys to
flood victim, Our young people also offered $14.00 of their
treasure.

Please note
= The rectory office will be closed Monday, Decem-
‘ ber 26th. The office will re-open on Tuesday, De-

I:I I:I cember 27th.
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Envelopes (421) ...oooeeiiieeceeeeeeeee $10,349.00
LOOSE ..o $2,264.89
ONlINE ..o $888.00
TOTAL ..o $13,501.89

Your generosity, charity, and sacrifice are deeply
appreciated by your parish — thank you very much!

Many thanks to all who make up past envelopes.
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Faith Formation news
Faithways service records are also required before credit
for the semester is recorded. These are due in the office
by Jan. 3, 2012. Students are required to participate in
three service activities and one CATHOLIC liturgical or
devotional event. Holy Hour offered on the first and third
Thursdays is an idea way to fill this requirement while par-
ticipating in grace filled devotion..
Classes resume on January 4 and 8.
Middle school make up classes are January 8 and 10.
Office closed from December 26-January 2.

In gratitude
...to all Our Lady of Sorrows parishioners who gave so
generously to OLS Food Pantry and Love Star program.
You helped 120 Vestal families have a more bountiful and
merrier Christmas.

March for Life Trip
Please keep the students and adult chaperones in
prayer as they prepare to journey to Washington, DC, on
January 21-23.

New Years Eve Day of Reflection

December 31, 10:am-3:pm, Christ the King Retreat
and Conference Center.

Today we reflect on the many blessings God has be-
stowed on us during this past year and ask for His guid-
ance in the New Year. Presented by Father Kaminski.
Reservation call 315-446-2680, offering $25 (includes
lunch).

Getting through the holidays
Christmas can be a difficult holiday if you are
grieving the loss of a loved one. This day,
more than any other, means “family time.” You
may find that you are more acutely aware of
your loss and the void it has created. Try the
following suggestions:

Be kind to yourself. If there are events or people that you
can’t handle, politely decline or limit the time together.
Be realistic. If you have little time and money, consider
cutting back.

Appear upbeat with the kids. They need it, and you may
even find it contagious.

Remember your spiritual roots. Prayer and remembering
the true meaning of Christmas helps, too.

Healing After Loss support group

...will met on 6 Wednesdays, January 4 — February 8, 2012
from 6:00 — 7:30 pm at the Samaritan Counseling Center.
God has a way of bringing people into our lives to help us
get through those difficult times, especially when we lose
someone dear to us. This support group will help partici-
pants better understand the grieving process and learn
coping strategies to deal with loss in a healthy way. Facili-
tated by The Rev. Dr. Roy Carter, LMFT and held at the
Samaritan Counseling Center, 202 East Main Street En-
dicott. Call 754-2660 to register, $35 per person.

Christmas Day

John 1:1-18

What parent hasn't dreaded these five
little words on Christmas morning: "Is that
all there is?" Weeks, even months, have
gone into preparation for this day; if there
¢+ is more than one child, great care has
%~ been taken to ensure that the gift "count”
and "value" are evenly distributed. Should
those five little words arise, wouldn't Christmas be the best
time to describe the greatest gift ever given to us, the sin-
gle gift of a child whose value is everlasting life?

The reading today from the Gospel of John begins with
the description of Christ as the Word. "the Word was with
God, and the Word was God." John the Baptist, a messen-
ger from God, described him as the way, the truth, and the
true light of the human race. In his coming, Christ became
human so that we may realize that we can join in his divini-
ty. Today and every day, we give thanks to the Father for
this greatest of gifts.

Christmas Day is, above all else, a day of prayer and
of giving thanks. We give thanks for the gift, described as
"the Son of God, Word of God, Lord, Savior, Lamb of God,
King, Beloved Son, Son of the Virgin, Good Shepherd, our
Life, our Light, our Hope, our Resurrection, and Friend of
humankind" (CCC 2665). But also by simply invoking the
name Jesus, we are inviting him into our hearts to live
within us now and until that day when he returns.

©Liturgical Publications Inc

K of C basketball shoot out
...will be on Saturday, January 14, 9-12noon at
Main Street site gym. Arrive anytime to shoot
25 foul shots. Questions, contact Din-
nel@stny.rr.com or 754-4046. Tee shirts and
trophy for the winners for all age groups for
both boys and girls.

LeMoyne College scholarship
Eight scholarships of $4000 each ($1000 a year) will
be awarded to prospective LeMoyne College students who
have demonstrated leadership and have performed out-
standing service to school, community and parish. Forms
are available in the rectory; completed applications are due
February 1, 2012.

Pre Cana
One of the requirements for marriage in the Catholic
Church is participation in a marriage preparation program.
Our Lady of Sorrows Pre Cana is scheduled for
Saturday, November 10, 2012. All couples being married
at OLS will receive registration information. The rectory
office has a schedule for all other Pre Cana days in our

area.
Qo &8 A,
400
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Liturgical ministers

next weekend

(December 31 & January 1)

Saturday, 5:00pm
Altar servers E Brennan, A Slyman, NEED 1
Eucharistic ministers V Cummings, L. Hagadorn,
L Pedroza, M Pittman, A Starzak, C Watson, P Wiley
Lectors C Connolly, M Nash

Sunday, 7:30am
Altar servers J Mertens, NEED 1
Eucharistic ministers R Barney, E Betz, M Bomysoad,
R Mulcahy, M Mulcahy, P Pietrosanti, T Riley
Lectors D Wagner, R Porter

Sunday, 9:00am
Altar servers A Lewis, H Lewis, M Reynolds
Eucharistic ministers S Congdon, B Congdon, J Dahm,
C Dahm, J Daws, P Ferguson
Lectors E Anderson, T Sansone

Sunday, 10:30am
Altar servers J Barnes, S Lyons, M Mullins
Eucharistic ministers F Davis, A Eckerson, C Gow,
D Harding, P Morrissey, G Paradis, H Paradis
Lectors C Harding, D Lorenzetti

Sunday, 12:00 noon
Altar servers J Mertens, C Searing, NEED 1
Eucharistic ministers C Austenfeld, O Frank, Y Kay,
D Lysczek, P Sever, D Slattery, B Vincent
Lectors P Wrobel, K Searing

Altar care
Thursday, January 5: Phyllis Gursky & Ann Marie Rose

A family perspective
This Christmas remember your task as a parent is the
same as Mary’s: We must not let our doubts, fears and
unfulfilled expectations get in the way of our loving AC-
CEPTANCE of our children.

Beautiful Music for a Happy New Year

...will take place Saturday, December
‘*1 31, 7:30pm at St. Patrick Church, with
4 John Covelli in concert. Proceeds from
concert will benefit Broome County
Flood Relief. donation $10 per person. For information call
723-4113 or 729-2264. In celebration of the 125th anni-
versary of the Syracuse diocese.

Address changes
If your address is changing, we would greatly appreci-
ate it if you would inform us of your new address and
phone number so we can keep our records up to date.
Thanks!

Sunday, December 25
Merry Christmas
Christmas Day Masses 8:30 & 10:00 am

Daily
Rosary Monday — Saturday, 8:35am, church

Monday, December 26
Miraculous Medal Novena 9:30am, church

Tuesday, December 27
Men’s Scripture discussion 7pm, rectory mtg rm
Gym reopens at 5pm

Wednesday, December 28
Pilates 9:30-10:30am, gym

Thursday, December 29
Rosary for life 9:30am, church

Friday, December 30
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 9:30am, church
Pilates 9:30-10:30am, gym

Saturday, December 31
Centering Prayer 7:30-9am, Par Ctr 8
Normal weekend mass schedule
Vigil Mass 5pm, church

Readings for the week

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt
1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or
1:1-5, 9-14

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday: 1Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday:  1Jn 1:5--2:2/Mt 2:13-18
Thursday: 1 Jdn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35

Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-
12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40
Saturday: 1Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18
Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
©Liturgical Publications Inc.
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New Church Update

Financial Update—Good News!
What You Can Do To Help

Good News—We're only $575,948 from

Financial Update our Final Goal!

Due to the generosity and support of Our Lady
of Sorrows parishioners and friends of OLS,

our building project had already met the first re-
quirement from the Diocese, which is to have
50% of the total project cost as ‘cash in hand'.

We are 85% of the way toward meeting the
second Diocesan requirement, which is to have
100% of the total project cost (based on ‘cash in
hand’ plus pledges*).

*Includes parishioner pledges, in-kind donations
by parishioners who are building contractors,
church savings, Knights of Columbus pledge,
fundraisers. As mentioned in last week'’s Bulletin,
our plan is to reach our financial goal by Septem-
ber 2012.

Thank you for all of your support!

What Can You Do To Help

«Continue to pray for the success of the project.

«Consider making an “initial” or “additional” pledge, forms are available in the rectory.

eMeet your current pledge commitment.

«Be an advocate for the success of this project.

«Contribute to the “Capital Campaign” second collection on the third Sunday of each month.

«Contact Matt Szeliga if you are a contractor or an individual willing to provide in kind services (i.e. labor
and/or materials).

We are always receptive to ideas for fundraising projects or programs.
Feel free to share your ideas with us.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

Please contact Father Kurgan or Matt Szeliga with questions or comments. Phone: 748-8287 or olsorrows@stny.rr.com




